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Your Educate.ie rep is available to discuss this title. 
Call, email or ask us about a meeting.
Freephone: 1800 613 111   Email: sales@educate.ie   www.educate.ie

Informed by the requirements of the Junior Cycle specifi cation and the latest SEC exam papers, this 
student-friendly revision book gives students the tools to ACE Higher Level Irish!

What’s inside ACE Irish?
• Createochair method:  A skeleton key of fl exible notes and reusable phrases that can be adapted 

across a range of topics, cutting down stress and maximising marks.
• Bua sa Scrúdú: Sample responses modelled on past exam papers and built directly from the 

createochair notes, showing you how to scaffold and expand your answers effectively.
• Am chun Staidéar: Regular revision opportunities to consolidate prior knowledge and instil 

understanding.
• Am chun Cleachtadh: Exam-style practice questions tailored to match the SEC exam papers, with 

dedicated writing space and noda cabhracha (helpful hints) to guide you through your answers!
• Quick-glance notes and mind maps: Clear, visual tools that simplify revision and highlight key 

details at a glance.
• Comprehensive literature coverage: Detailed exploration of some of the most popular literature 

on the prescribed list. Each piece of literature comes with an easy-to-follow summary. Helpful icons 
and descriptors highlight the key elements, making it easier to adjust your answers to suit any 
question.

• Full support for CBAs and the Assessment Task: The most comprehensive guides available, with 
sample assessments, annotated mark breakdowns, refl ections and helpful scaffolding phrases.



ACE Irish

60

Frásaí agus abairtí úsáideacha – Useful phrases and sentences

Bhí an áit plódaithe le daoine/Bhí an áit dubh 

le daoine.

The place was packed.

Bhí an t-atmaisféar leictreach.
The atmosphere was electric.

D’fhan mé ar feadh uair a chloig/an lae/

seachtaine/coicíse/míosa.

I stayed for an hour/a day/a week/a fortnight/a 

month.

Bhí sé thar a bheith álainn.
It was top class/beautiful.

Thaitin sé go mór liom/Níor thaitin sé liom. I really enjoyed it/I didn’t enjoy it.

Bhí ár n-airgead go léir caite againn. All our money was spent.

Dá rachainn ar ais, thógfainn níos mó airgid 

liom.

If I would go back, I would take more money 

with me.

Bhí sé dochreidte!
It was incredible!

Ní dhéanfaidh mé dearmad ar an lá sin go 

deo!

I will never forget that day!

Críoch na Ceapadóireachta

You can use these críoch ginearálta to wrap up your personal piece composition.

Sin é, uaimse. Thaitin sé go mór liom.

Slán go fóill, _______.

That’s all from me. I really enjoyed it.

Goodbye, ______.

Caithfidh mé a rá go raibh an lá go hiontach! 

Slán go deo!

I have to say it was a great day! Goodbye for 

now!

Is mise, le meas, _______.
From me, with respect, _______. 

Caithfidh me imeacht anois, ach cuirfidh mé 

glao ort. Slán agus go raibh maith agat arís!
I have to go now, but I will give you a call. Bye 

and thanks again!

Bhuel, sin a bhfuil uaim. Abair le gach duine go 

raibh me ag cur a dtuairisce.

Well, that’s all from me. Tell everyone that I 

was asking for them. 

Seanfhocail – Proverbs

Mar a deir an seanfhocal …
As the proverb says …

An rud is annamh is iontach.
What’s seldom is wonderful.

Is maith an t-anlann an t-ocras.
Hunger is a good sauce.

Is iomaí cor sa saol.
There is many a twist in life.

Ní bhíonn in aon rud ach seal.
Nothing lasts forever.

Ní mar a shíltear a bhítear.
Things aren’t always what they seem.

Cleachtadh a dhéanann máistreacht. Practice makes perfect.

Is glas iad na conic i bhfad uainn. The grass is always greener. 

By adding a handful of 
proverbs to your bank 
of knowledge, you can 
really show off your 
language skills in your 
composition!

NNooddaa CCaabbhhrraacchhaa
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Téacs/teachtaireacht 
meáin shóisialta

Conas atá cursai i ____________? Tá 
súil agam go bhfuil tu i mbarr na 
sláinte. Tá brón orm nach raibh mé i 
dteagmháil nios luaithe ach bhí me 
an-ghnóthach.

How are things in ____________? 
I hope you are in the best of 
health. I’m sorry I haven’t been 
in touch earlier, but I was very 
busy. 

Ríomhphost A ___________, a chara,
Cad é mar atá tú? Súil agam go 
bhfuil tú i mbarr na sláinte! Go 
raibh maith agat as do ríomhphost. 
Deas cloisteáil uait!

Dear ___________, my friend,
How are you? I hope you are in 
the best of health! Thank you 
for your email. Nice to hear from 
you!

Blag Haigh, a chairde, tá mé ar ais arís 
ag blagáil!

Hi friends, I am back blogging 
again!

Dialann A Dhialann Dhil, Dear diary,

Litir Tá brón orm nár scríobh mé níos 
luaithe! Tá a lán nuachta agam 
duit. Ní chreidfeá cad a tharla dom 
le déanaí! Mar a deir an seanfhocal, 
‘an té a bhíonn siúlach, bíonn 
scéalach’. Fan go gcloisfidh tú!

I’m sorry I didn’t write earlier! 
I have a lot of news for you. You 
won’t believe what happened to 
me recently! As the proverb says, 
‘He who travels has stories to 
tell’. Wait until you hear!

Tús ginearálta – General beginning

Make use of this tús ginearálta in any personal piece to follow on from the foclóir stíleach.

Tá brón orm nár scríobh mé níos luaithe! 
Tá a lán nuachta agam duit. Ní chreidfeá 
cad a tharla dom le déanaí! Mar a deir an 
seanfhocal, ‘an té a bhíonn siúlach, bíonn 
scéalach’. Fan go gcloisfidh tú!

I’m sorry I didn’t write earlier! I have a lot of 
news for you. You won’t believe what happened 
to me recently! As the proverb says, ‘He who 
travels has stories to tell’. Wait until you hear!

Lár an Cheapadóireacht
Once you have set up the style and your introductory sentence, the rest of the personal 
piece can be built using the createochair on the following pages, along with the 
vocabulary from your stór focal.

Frásaí tosaithe – Sentence starters

Ar dtús Firstly

Ar an lámh eile On the other hand

Nuair a When

Ansin Then

Tar éis sin After that

Tar éis tamaill After a while

Chomh maith leis sin As well as that

Go tobann Suddenly »
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 Bua sa Scrúdú
Freagra samplach 1

(Ar laethanta saoire nó ag an trá) (Ag ceolchorim nó ag cóisir le mo chairde)

Bhí tú i láthair ag ceann amháin díobh seo thuas. Scríobh alt i do dhialann faoi sin. 
San alt luaigh:
y pointe amháin eolais faoin áit a raibh tú
y pointe amháin faoi dhuine eile ann
y rud amháin maith a tharla 

y an t-atmaisféar
y rud amháin nár thaitin leat
y pointe amháin eile.

Exam question taken from the SEC 2023 Higher Level paper

Check out how the ransú smaointe box has 
been utilised to plan the answer by jotting 
down the points/verbs/phrases to be covered.

NNooddaa CCaabbhhrraacchhaa

Ransú smaointe

Pointe:
y Tús / ‘A Dhialann Dhil…’
y An áit
y An aimsir
y Rud amháin a tharla
y An atmaisféar
y An bia
y Rud diúltach/dearfach
y Críoch ginearálta

Briathra:
y Tháinig mé
y Chuaigh mé
y D’ith mé
y Bhí mé

Frásaí:
y An ghrian ag scoilteadh na gcloch
y Buíochas le Dia

Flexible notes and 
reusable phrases that 

can be adapted across a 
range of topics

 ag cóisir le mo chairde)

Exam question taken from the SEC 2023 Higher Level paper

Caibidil 5: Ceapadóireacht
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The call-out boxes below are included in this sample answer to demonstrate how you might cover all necessary prompts. This sample answer was composed using the Createochair.

NNooddaa CCaabbhhrraacchhaa

A Dhialann Dhil,
Tá brón orm nár scríobh mé níos luaithe! Tá a lán nuachta agam duit. Ní chreidfeá cad a tharla dom le déanaí! Mar a deir an seanfhocal, ‘an té a bhíonn siúlach, bíonn scéalach’. Fan go gcloisfidh tú!Ar an gcéad dul síos, bhí mé ar laethanta saoire an tseachtain seo caite. Creid é nó ná creid é thaistil mé go dtí an Spáinn le mo chlann. Bhí sé ar fheabhas ar fad. D’fhan mé ar feadh seachtaine. D’fhan mé in óstán an-mhaith. Nuair a shroich mé an t-óstán chonaic mé linn snámha agus bialann. Bhí an áit go hiontach. Caithfidh mé a rá go raibh sé costasach, ach suaimhneach. Cheap mo mham go raibh sé go hálainn.Buíochas le Dia, bhí an aimsir go hálainn ar fad. Bhí an ghrian ag scoilteadh na gcloch. Cheap mé go raibh an teocht ard dochreidte.Chuaigh mé go dtí an trá le mo dhaid. Bhí sé dubh le daoine. Nuair a shroich muid/shroicheamar an trá, chonaic mé deilfeanna. Cheap mé go raibh siad dochreidte. Chuala mé páistí ag gáire. Bhí an t-atmaisféar leictreach. 

D’fhág muid/D’fhágamar an trá agus chuaigh muid go dtí an siopa. Cheannaigh mé uachtar reoite. Ar an drochuair, bhí sé déistineach! Ní mar a shíltear a bhítear. 
Ina dhiadh sin, chuaigh mé go dtí an baile mór.Is oth liom a rá go raibh an baile mór salach. Chonaic mé a lán bruascair, bhí sé uafásach! Ar an lámh eile bhí na daoine cainteach agus cairdiúil.Tar éis tamaill, chuaigh muid go dtí bialann. Shroich muid/Shroicheamar an bhialann ag a seacht a chlog. D’ith mé a lán bianna nua, mar shampla d’ith mé paella agus tapas don dinnéar. D’ól mé deoch bhog. Cheap mé go raibh sé blasta. Mar a deir an seanfhocal ‘Is maith an t-anlann an t-ocras’.Tar éis seachtaine, bhí ár n-airgead go léir caite againn. Dá rachainn ar ais, thógfainn níos mó airgid liom. Faraor, tháinig mé abhaile inné. Ní bhíonn in aon rud ach seal. Gan dabht, Bhí sé go hiontach ar fad. Sin é, uaimse. Thaitin sé go mór liom.Slán go fóill, Jeaic.

Foclóir stíleach

An áit

Tuairim

Pointe faoi 
dhuine a bhí leat

An aimsir

Rud amháin 
maith a tharla

Rud amháin 
nár thaitin liom

Pointe amháin eile

An t-atmaisféar

An bia

Críoch ginéarálta

 Caibidil 6: Gearrscéalta
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Meabhairmhapa
Use the meabhairmhapa (mind map) to create a quick reference page listing the key 
vocabulary and phrases for each aspect of the litríocht you have studied. You can 
continue to expand these notes over time.

 Carachtair

 Mothúcháin

 Téamaí

 Achoimre (príomhpointí)

 Suíomh  Nótaí breise

Spás
Mícheál Ó Ruairc

Mindmaps for students to consolidate notes

A scaffolded 
approach 

to tackling 
sample exam 

questions, 
including 

annotated 
sample 
answers

Take a look inside…


